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Over the last twenty years, “MU 
has evolved into a trendy marine 
policy concept.”



Development of MU

• 1940 ▷ 1970

• Great Barrier Reef Marine Park 
(Australia)

Multiple use

• 2004 ▷ 2010

• The pivotal role of the European 
Commission (Horizon, Interreg)

MU of European 
Understanding 

(scientific construct or 
niche)
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Baltic Sea/North Sea

▪ Legal/institutional cultures

▪ Planning systems

▪ Hard vs. soft sustainability 

(Piwowarczyk et al., 2019)

▪ Peculiarities of each sea basin
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Offshore wind statistics (2024)

Country Operational offshore wind farms Offshore wind turbines

Belgium 9 399

Denmark 14 657

Estonia - -

Finland 1 11

Germany 30 1539

Latvia - -

Lithuania - -

Netherlands Not specified (several) 615

Norway 1 11

Poland - -

Sweden 3 69

United Kingdom 55 2652

S
ource: various



Baltic Sea North Sea Total 

noDE DK EE FI LV LT PL SE BE DE DK NL NO UK

1 OW and aquaculture 12

2 OW and tourism 8

3 OW and fisheries 5

4 Aquaculture and tourism 2

5 Fisheries, tourism and environmental 

protection
1

6 UCH, tourism and environmental protection 7

7 Tide and wave 1

8 OW and wave 2

9 OW and environmental protection 8

10 OW and shipping terminal 1

11 Wave and aquaculture 4

12 O&G and renewables 1

13 O&G, tourism and aquaculture 0

14 Aquaculture and environmental protection 5
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Country Maritime spatial 

plan

MU in 

strategic 

documents

MU in national 

legislation

MU at an 

individual 

administrative 

decision level

MU in 

maritime 

spatial plan

Belgium 2019 - ✓ ✓ ✓

Denmark 2021 ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Estonia 2022 - - - ✓

Finland 2020 - - - ✓

Germany 2021 (EEZ) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Latvia 2019 - - - -

Lithuania 2021 - - - -

Netherlands 2009/2015/2024 - ✓ - ✓

Norway 2020 - - - -

Poland 2021 - - - ✓

Sweden 2022 ✓ - ✓ ✓

United 

Kingdom

Different 

timelines

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓



EC, 2021; VASAB Secretariat, 2021; van den Burg, 2020

“The MU principle is unlikely to be widely applied 
in setting permit conditions if MU is not initially 
included in the maritime spatial plan.”
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